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Classification of Offenses. 


The term “offenses known to the police” is designed to include those 
crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification occur- 
ring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known to 
the police hiciagh reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecuting 
or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the following 
group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience to be 
those most generally and completely reported to the police: Criminal 
homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and (5) 
manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbe avated assault; 
burglary—breaking or enterin ; larceny—the t; and auto theft. ‘The 
figures contained herein include also the number of attempted crimes 

the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are reported 
as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted burglary or 
robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the same manner 
as if the crime aoa been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 
Complaints which upon investigation are learned to be groundless are 
not included in the tabulations which follow. 


(183) 
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In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in 
each group, there follows a brief definition of each classification: 


1. Criminal homicide——(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter—includes 
all felonious homicides except those caused by negligence. Does not include 
attempts to kill, assaults to kill, justifiable homicides, suicides, or accidental 
deaths. (b) Manslaughter by negligence—includes only those cases in which 
death is caused by culpable negligence which is so clearly evident that if the 
person responsible for the death were apprehended he would be prosecuted for 
manslaughter. 


2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape, assault to rape, and attempted 


ape. 

3 Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the person by 
force or violence or by putting in fear, such as highway robbery, stick-ups, robbery 
armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent to kill; assault by shooting, 
cutting, stabbing, maiming, poisoning, scalding, or by use of acids. Does not 
include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, etc. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering.—Includes burglary, housebreaking, safe- 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or theft. Includes attempted 
burglary and assault to commit a burglary. Burglary followed by a larceny is 
entered here and is not counted again under larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft).—(a) Fifty dollars and over in value. (6) 
Under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depending 
upon the value of the property stolen, pocket-picking, ae shop- 
lifting, or any stealing of property or thing of value which is not taken by force 
and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, “‘con” games, forgery, 
passing worthless checks, etc. 

7. Auto theft.—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven 
away and abandoned, including the so-called “‘joy-riding” thefts. Does not 
include taking for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unau- 
thorized use by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the F B I does not vouch for their accuracy. They are given out as 
current information which may throw some light on problems of crime 
and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 


Extent of Reporting Area. 


In the table which follows there is shown the number of police 
departments from which one or more crime reports were received 
during the calendar year 1937. Information is presented for the 
cities divided according to size. The population figures employed are 
estimates as of July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census for cities 
with population in excess of 10,000. No estimates were available, 
however, for those with a smaller number of inhabitants, and, ac- 


cordingly, for them the figures listed in the 1930 decennial census were 
used. 


Total “tes . Population repre- 
number | Cities filing returns} — po¢qy sented in returns 
Population group of cities popula- 


tion 


. Cities over 250,000... __- 
. Cities 100,000.¢0 250,000 
. Cities 50,000 to 100,000 
. Cities 25,000 to 50,000 

5. Cities 10,000 to 25,000. 


NotTE.—The above table does not include 1,533 cities and rural townships aggregating a total population 
of 7,779,340. The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10,000 population filing returns, whereas 
the rural townships are of varying population groups. 
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The growth in the crime reporting area is evidenced by the following 
figures for 1930-37: 





Population || Year | Number of Population 





| 
. Number of 
Year | cities cities 
1930. - 1,127 EE is Bh nndinddiinndncnmatin 1,799 62, 757, 643 
eb MO ois 1, 511 SL DOG TES fh Plies en 652 2ci do. 2, 156 64, 615, 330 
1932... | 1, 578 Ov). EEE 2,318 65, 639, 430 
1933 _ - | 1, 658 62, 357, 262 || 1937- 2, 429 66, 279, 987 


The foregoing comparison shows that during 1937 there was an 
increase of 111 cities as compared with 1936. 

In addition to the 2,429 city and village police departments which 
submitted crime reports during 1937, one or more reports were received 
during that year from 1,286 sheriffs and state police organizations and 
from 8 agencies in territories and possessions of the United States. 
This makes a grand total of 3,723 agencies contributing crime reports 
during 1937. 





MONTHLY RETURNS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population. 

In table 102 there is presented the number of offenses known to 
have been committed during the calendar year 1937 as reported by 
the police departments of 1,809 cities with a combined population of 
61,551,252. The figures are also presented for the cities divided into 
six ee according to size. 

1e compilation discloses that the number of offenses committed 
per unit of population is higher in the large cities than in the compara- 
tively smaller communities. This distribution of the crimes is similar 
to the distribution shown in tabulations for prior years. 

More than two-thirds of the crimes listed in the following table 
consist of larcenies (53.9 percent) and auto thefts (14.9 percent). 
Burglaries and robberies represented 26.6 percent of the crimes listed 
in the table. It will be noted that the foregoing crimes which are 
classed as offenses against property constitute 95.4 percent of the total 
offenses. The remaining crimes, murder, manslaughter, rape, and 
aggravated assault, are classed as offenses against the person and 
constituted 4.6 percent of the total. In spite of the small percentage 
of offenses against the person, it will be seen from the table that 3,765 
murders, 3,406 manslaughters, 5,243 rapes, and 27,886 aggravated 
assaults were reported by the police departments represented in the 
compilation. Estimates of the total number of such crimes committed 
in the United States during 1937 may be found in table 115. A percent- 
age distribution of the crimes shown in table 102 is presented below. 

ay -y Percent 
9 4. 
5 3. 
8 ; 


ae ! 6. 
Auto theft 6 5. 


The majority of the cities represented made separate reports of the 
larcenies in which the property stolen was valued at $50 or more. A 
compilation showing the larcenies divided according to the value of 
the property stolen yields the following figures: 
| Larceny—theft || Larceny—theft 
J cc _——————————— 
| $50 and Under | Population group $50and | Under 


over in $50in |) over in $50 in 
value value value value 


Population group 


a —— ee} | a 
32 cities over 250,000; total || 54 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; 
population, 20,322,200: | total population, 7,463,212: 
Number of offenses | Yumber of offenses 
known. i 22, 137 | 141, 963 || known____...- seats 7, 243 62, 518 


Rate per 100,000... -- 108. 9 698. 6 || Rate per 100,000___.___- 97.0 837.7 


There were 233,861 larcenies classified according to the value of 
the property involved, and the preceding figures reveal that 29,380 
(12.6 percent) were cases in which the value of the property exceeded 
$50. 

(186) 
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TABLE 102.—Offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 1937; 
number and rate per 100,000 inhabitants, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 








Criminal 























homicide 
pal 4 ie 
Agera- v— 
Population group ar nenly Man- | Rape —_ vated Soak, 
eae slaugh- Y¥ | assault | ing or 
man. | 7 
slaugh- aE 
| ter gence 
\_ ok Ke A 
GROUP I | 
36 cities over 250,000; total popula- 
tion, 29,375,600 | 
Number of offenses known. ___- 1, 904 | } 2,000 | 3,042 /23,932 | 13,352 | 277, 597 3 58, 537 
Rate per 100,000. .............-. 6.8 7.6) 10.4) 81.5 45.5 349, 2 S31. 263. 4 
GROUP II 
57 cities, sane to 2,000, total 
populatio m, 7,350,312 
Rumber of offenses known. ___- 537 3516 543 | 4,413 | 44,723 | 32,057 227 | 19, 530 
Rate per 100,000......-...-.-.-- 6.8 6.7 6.9 56. 2 62.0 408. 4 248.8 
GROUP II 
96 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total pop- 
ulation, 6,462,015: 
Number of offenses known ____- 431 241 488 | 3,202 | 3,662) 22,522 13, 771 
Rate per 100,000. ..............- 6.7 3.7 7.6 | 49.6 56.7 348. 5 q 213.1 
GROUP IV 
162 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total pop- 
ulation, 5, 623, 637: 
Number of offenses known _ — 255 197 392 | 1,944} 2,398] 18,411 ; 10, 906 
Rate per 100,000. ..............- 4.5 3.5 7.0] 34.6 42.6 327.4 319. 193.9 
GROUP V 
441 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total pop- 
ulation, 6 854,785: 
Number of offenses known. -___- 303 193 433 | 1,822 | 2,286 15, 649 2, 667 9, 480 
Rate per 100,000. .............-- 4.4 2.8 6.3 26. 6 33. 3 228. 3 iy 3 
GROUP VI | 
1,017 cities under 10,000; total popu- 
lation, 5 384,903: 
Number of offenses known . 245 169 | 345 | 1,486 | 1,465 | 10,77 5, 039 
Rate per 100,000..........- : 45} 31) 64| 27.6 cette 200. 6 
Total 1 see. cities; total population, | 
61,551, 
) ee known. -___. 3,7 53,406 | 5,243 [36,799 |®27, 886 |' 177,007 |7 424,313 |7 117, 263 
Rate per 100,000. ............... 6.1 5.7 85) 59.8 45.5 325. 4 780. 0 215. 6 








1 The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 34 cities with a 
total pen of 27,647,400. 
e number of offenses and rates for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 35 cities 
with a total poouietion of 22,221,300. 
3 The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 56 cities with a 
total pEremetion of 7,726,812. 
' ‘4 inne of offenses and rate for aggravated assault are based on reports of 55 cities with a total popu- 
ation of 7,616,212. 
*The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 1,806 cities with a 
a pulation of 59,699,552 
e number of offenses and rate for aggravated assault are based on reports of 1,807 cities with a total 
ol jon of 61,317,152. 
The number of offenses and rates for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 1,808 cities 
with a total population of 54,396,952. 
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Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1937. 

Monthly variations in the number of crimes committed during 1937 
are indicated in table 103, which is based on the reports received from 
the police departments of 93 cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants. 

The daily average number of murders and aggravated assaults was 
highest during the third quarter of the year. This is similar to the 
monthly variations shown by the corresponding figures for 1936. 
Offenses of manslaughter by negligence were most frequently reported 
during the first and fourth quarters of the year. 

All of the offenses against property (robbery, burglary, larceny, 
and auto theft) show similar monthly fluctuations, the highest points 
being in the first and fourth quarters of the year. In all instances 
the daily average for the fourth quarter of 1937 is higher than for the 
first quarter of the year. However, for burglary and auto theft the 
figures for the fourth quarter are only slightly in excess of the first 
quarter. The robbery and larceny data show rather sharp upward 
trends during the last 3 months of the year. 

The fluctuations in the figures for individual types of crimes may be 
readily noted in figure 16. 


TasLe 103.—Daily average, offenses known to the patos, 93 cities over 100,000 
in population, January to December, inclusive, 1937 


[Total population, 37,225,912, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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1 Daily averages for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 90 cities with a total population 
of 35,374,212. 

2 Daily averages for aggravated assault are based on reports of 91 cities with a tota! population of 36,991,812. 

3 Daily averages for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 92 cities with a total popula- 
tion of 30,071,612. 
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Annual Trends, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-37. 


Annual variations in the number of crimes committed during 
1931-37 are indicated in table 104. The compilation is limited to the 
reports received from the police departments of 73 cities with popula- 
tion in excess of 100,000. The total population area represented is 
20,912,712. 

For all types of crimes except aggravated assault, the 1937 figure is 
in excess of the number of crimes reported during 1936. In several 
instances the amount of increase is quite substantial. For rape and 
larceny, the 1937 figures are the highest reported during the 7-year 
period represented. 

Estimates of the total number of crimes committed in the entire 
United States during 1936 and 1937 may be found in table 115. 

Table 104 shows a substantial decrease in the number of homicides 
during 1935 and 1936 as compared with prior years. In connection 
with the decrease in the number of offenses of murder and non- 
negligent manslaughter (willful felonious homicides), it is su ted 
that the decrease may be partially attributable to the fact that during 
1935 it was ascertained that many police departments had been 
including as felonious homicides cases which were excusable in nature, 
such as the killing of a felon who was resisting arrest by a police 
officer. Such cases were subsequently excluded, together with in- 
stances of killing in self-defense by private individuals, in order that 
the published figures might represent felonious homicides. This has 
naturally resulted in a reduction of such cases listed since 1935. 

The data shown in table 104 are also presented in figure 17. 


TaBLe 104.— Annual irends, offenses known to the police, 73 cities over 100,000 in 
population, January to December, inclusive, 1931-37 


[Total population 20,912,712, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location. 

In table 105 there is presented information regarding the number 
of police departments whose reports were employed in the prepara- 
tion of figures representing crime rates for the individual States. 
This information is included here in order to show the number of 
such contributors according to size of city, and it is believed it will 
be helpful in evaluating the crime data for individual States, since 
table 102 has indicated that there is a noticeable tendency for the 
large cities to report higher crime rates than the smaller communities. 
It should be further observed that in several instances the number of 
records entering into the construction of State rates is quite limited. 
In some cases the figures for individual States are based on reports 
from only three or four police departments. Obviously, the crime 
rates based on such a limited number of records may differ consider- 
ably from the figures which would result if reports were available 
for all urban communities in the State. 

In table 106 there are presented the crime rates for the individual 
States, together with figures for nine geographic divisions of the 
country. 

In table 107 may be found crime rates for the nine geographic divi- 
sions of the country, with the cities in each division being segregated 
into six groups according to size. This information is presented in 
order to make possible comparisons between the figures for an indi- 
vidual community and the average figures for cities of the same size 
which are located in the same section of the United States. 
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TaBLe 105.—Number of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform 
crime reports, January to December, inclusive, 1937 





Division and State 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 
New England: 170 cities; total population, 


C.D n cabusstithan ccodshcituccsst« 
West North Central: 224 cities; total popu- 
NS on trina xine sealant opiates 
South Atlantic: ! 119 cities; total popula- 
ls Chins nok aliinnnadtndalinhonssaten 
East South Central: 58 cities; total popula- 
tion, 2,004,558. _ _ 
West South Central: 104 cities; total popula- 
tion, 3,278,923. _ _ paake 
aoe 73 cities; total population, 1,226,- 


Pacific: 156 cities; total population, 5,451,939__| 


New England: 
I eee Sco cecedei 
New Hampshire 
Vermont.___._.- 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
CR 0.6 6th US cecnsetndecwess 

Middle Atlantic: 
New York 








East North Central: 
Rs dete natcsdpchih seen 





NOD oh. «<b. shiinawss<onSodaiin 
DE Atiehbiccontdd<iitisecess 

CE ok os igi re cacembindae 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 


East South Central: 
SS RS ee ee eee 
NS 6 cnabbinn soon daiineee 





Washington 
Oregon... --- Topoecase ee vensasae aes 
Califo 








Over 


260,000 | 250,000 


tom wo 





100,000 


to 

















Population 
50,000 | 25,000 | 10,000 Less 
to to than | Total 
100,000 | 50,000 | 25,000 | 10,000 
12 26 60 58 170 
22 25 116 276 456 
26 51 99 254 449 
6 ll 53 145 224 
13 16 26 55 119 
3 5 16 23 58 
6 9 21 60 104 
2 6 14 49 73 
6 13 36 92 156 
1 1 6 9 17 
1 2 4 6 13 
panic 1 1 6 ~ 
7 12 35 29 92 
2 4 5 + 16 
1 6 9 4 24 
6 10 44 103 170 
6 8 29 56 104 
10 7 43 117 182 
4 15 7 70 124 
3 9 12 23 57 
8 12 23 71 121 
s 7 19 58 95 
3 8 13 27 52 
niet aiaeddedaal 10 5A 67 
2 6 6 29 44 
2 2 9 17 32 
inne 1 3 5 9 
salle 1 5 3 9 
eet 6 15 23 
1 1 14 22 40 
fo ga ROE oO See toad 2 3 
as ea 2 3 4 10 
1 5 4 9 21 
3 | 1 3 1 18 
4] 2 . 9 2B 
2) 2 1 2 7 
3 1 3 4 12 
----| 3 4 14 24 
1 3 3 10 18 
ssinesliacinin Reiemauhinand 2 7 13 
4 9 16 
7 2 ll 
Se a J 8 10 
4 6 14 
7 % 37 
10 2 43 
3 5 10 
1 8 9 
2 3 5 
4 12 19 
2 4 7 
asad at 5 7 
1 9 12 
1 3 4 
tgntnc spr 8 10 B 
4 5 14 
6 10 24 74 119 





1 Includes District of Columbia. 
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TABLE 106.—Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitants, 
January to December, inclusive, 1937, by States 


Murder 
; Aggra- | Burglary— 
Division and State nonnegli- Robbery | vated as- eeeaktag or 
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West Virginia_. 
North Carolina 
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123. 
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252. 
266. 
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1 The rates for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on the reports of 455 cities with a total popula- 
tion of 11,119,471. 

? Includes report of District of Columbia. ; 

3 The rate for aggravated assault is based on the reports of 56 cities with a total population of 1,770,458, 

‘ The rates for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 169 cities. 

5 The rate for aggravated assault is based on reports of 12 cities. 
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TABLE 107.—Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitanis, 
January to December, inclusive, 1937, by geographic divisions and population 
groups 






Murder, 
Geographic division and population | nonnegli- | Robbery Agere howe enc 4 Lareeny—| Auto 
group gent — assault caning theft theft 

slaughter 








NEW ENGLAND 









ae ches chs bai cetngiet ite 1.7 36.6 20.5 171, 2 437.9 309.5 
aoe a 17.2 13.7 335. 0 611.1 242.2 

Group II 1.2 17.9 15.0 278. 4 502. 4 170.4 
Group IV 1.3 16.6 6.0 301. 3 507.4 139. 2 
Group V 1.5 13.8 6.6 182.2 387.6 70.8 
2.4 6.5 9.5 136. 4 257.0 52.7 





Ke - EEE 4.9 36.9 41.7 1153.9 1 337.3 1 198.0 
ike 1.4 24.3 34.5 242.7 458. 6 186.6 
2.2 3.5 35.1 267.4 426. 5 185.7 

2.0 16. 4 21.3 212.8 482.0 149.9 

2.5 15.2 21.3 149.2 301.7 95. 9 

aitiieeosehes 2.6 16.2 15.6 127.3 212.6 55.9 













EAST NORTH CENTRAL 







GID Me Ecouscgucthttccuveccsasast 5.9 4 46.8 342.9 875.5 171.4 
Geeepiss 2111.98 5 562555 Bi 5.2 4 57.4 321.7 975.0 273.9 
| ESE ATR FEE 4.4 0 27.8 323.7 763. 7 207.9 
Group IV_.......__-- J 2.4 .4 18.9 274.0 74. 3 196. 4 
ETE bccn cd cbc5<spipiens<de-dcak 1.7 6 11.4 227.0 561.1 136.4 
Gettin iucckensenovacns 2.2 . 6 21.7 174.6 296. 1 78.7 





















REESE 
















WEST NORTH CENTRAL 

Gegewn Bikey os saqess b55666wer-spehd- 5.7 74.4 17.0 271.5 850. 7 213.3 
GI iat co cecssece 4.4 48.9 19.7 296. 7 910.8 217.3 
) | ERT ese eee euuaeen 23k 3.4 30.0 9.1 367.8 1,144.0 217.0 
a as | 2.4 35. 6 20.5 300. 8 913.3 178.2 
Group V_......--- ‘ 4.3 27.5 12.9 244.1 793. 7 158. 5 
Geen Whee. ci bc -x..~21.-.. 2.4 21.9 9.1 159.7 364. 1 $4.2 

SOUTH ATLANTIC 
ae ih cntisincanddoces en 15.5 157.7 57.0 537.0 | 1,116.7 304. 2 
GUOUP EE ce letsct tt es 25cd , 20.7 117.3 244.8 762.8 | 1,632.5 277.5 
CRUE S k pin cas sesh ce ~ 4555 sys] 19.5 76. 6 181.5 416.1 1, 271.0 227.8 
Group IV Saat 17.5 46.2 207.4 476.4 | 1,301.2 194.5 
Group V_.. 16. 2 45.7 247.6 323. 6 872.4 142.2 
Group VI 19.4 69.6 100.1 325. 3 504. 6 136.3 
QIU Bio neh LL Lid; 19.5 110.9 161.7 582.0 915.8 269.5 
CS as a ae 32.5 | 108. 6 3 266.3 527.5 929. 0 334.1 
| | SE eee 22.7 2.2 98. 6 277.4 635. 5 184. 1 
QORRIEY dnb hvacedecosis 15.7 | 89.3 159.7 553.4 | 1,110.6 225. 3 
Group V_.....-. 21.4 35. 6 88.4 1.2 526.8 89.3 
Group VI_..-- | 26.3 | 34.2 147.6 234.1 358. 8 771 
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL | 
 ) a ea ee ; 22.1 | 65.3 80. 4 304.6 | 1,248.9 247.7 
Steal gata “pape pln 10.7 | 4.0 68.3 557.4 | 1,497.8 208. 5 
Gy ee a SS. ic iocs thas 15.0 43.9 142.1 499. 1 1, 333. 1 158. 4 
ai einai ' 9.8 | 4.7 59. 2 363. 7 1, 063. 6 112.7 
Geeep V2. 262 os) ; 14.9 | 29.7 | 78.7 358.2 | 1,033.3 131.6 
Group VI_.......-- ash docbandgacads 7 9.5 | 49.0 | 51.4 295. 2 627.6 80.7 
MOUNTAIN 

Group I_....-. ; pale 6.1 69.9 20.5 451.2 622. 4 212.1 
Group li....__. 211 71.4 12.5 621.4) 93.8 402.9 
Group IIL... ineté hentai 9.8 | 121.3 54.8 677.1 1, 560.7 552.8 
I thin a anncdmonnninhtinesons 6.3 | 56.8 21.9 449.9 1, 733. 5 463.0 
anne 1.9 | 59.9 20.4 296. 9 1, 554. 7 305.7 
Group VI 3.6] 45.0 20.3 309. 1 905. 4 130. 6 
See 5.2 44.9 34.0 550.7 1, 190.2 565.9 
a 3.7 58.7 27.1 547.3 1, 153.7 333.6 
aS 3.5 82.7 24.6 518.2 | 1,682.4 352.0 
adiinnstaabadniat 1.7 | 44.1 19.9 492. 1 1,074.0 317.4 
CE Nth hip cc wos tonssensccedon 2. 5 | 34.2 8.9 | 392.6 | 1,301.2 | 338. 0 
Group VI... 3.2 | 39.9 24.9 | 377.7 1,114.0 255. 8 


1 The rates for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on the reports of 5 cities. 
2 Includes the District of Columbia. 7 
3 The rate for aggravated assault is based on the report of 1 city. 


196 


Data for Individual Cities With More Than 25,000 Inhabitants. 


The number of offenses reported as having been committed during 
the calendar year 1937 is shown in table 108. The compilation in- 
cludes the reports received from police departments in cities with more 
than 25,000 inhabitants. Such data are included here in order that 
interested individuals and organizations may have readily available 
up-to-date information concerning the amount of crime committed in 
their communities. Police administrators and other interested indi- 
viduals will probably find it desirable to compare the crime rates of 
their cities with the average rates shown in tables 102 and 107 of this 
publication. Similarly, they will doubtless desire to make compari- 
sons with the figures for their communities for prior periods, in order 
to determine whether there has been an increase or a decrease in the 
amount of crime committed. 

With reference to the possibility of comparing the amount of crime 
in one city with the amount of reported crime in other individual com- 
munities, it is suggested that such comparisons be made with a great 
deal of caution, Testud differences in the figures may be due to a 
great variety of factors. The amount of crime committed in a com- 
munity is not chargeable to the police but is rather a charge against 
the entire community. The following is a list of some of the factors 
which might affect the amount of crime in a community: The com- 
position of the population with reference particularly to age, sex, and 
race; the economic status and activities of the population; climate; 
educational, recreational, and religious facilities; the number of police 
employees per unit of population; the standards governing appoint- 
ments to the police force; the policies of the prosecuting officin and 
the courts; the attitude of the public toward law enforcement prob- 
lems. Comparisons between the crime rates of individual cities should 
not be made without giving consideration to the above-mentioned 
factors. It should be noted that it is more important to determine 
whether the figures for a given community show increases or decreases 
in the amount of crime committed than to ascertain whether the 
figures are above or below those of some other community. 

In examining a compilation of crime figures for individual com- 
munities it should be borne in mind that in view of the fact that the 
data are compiled by different record departments operating under 
separate and distinct administrative systems, it is entirely possible 
that there may be variations in the practices employed in classifying 
complaints of offenses. On the other hand, the crime reporting man- 
ual has been distributed to all contributors of crime reports, and the 
figures received are included in this bulletin only if they apparently 
have been compiled in accordance with the provisions of the manual . 
and the individual department has so indicated. 
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TABLE 108.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1937, cities over 25,000 in population 


| 

| Murder, 
nonnegili- 
gent man- 
slaughter 


Abilene, Tex 

Akron, Ohio 

py |S eae 
Albany, N. Y 

Albuquerque, N. Mex--_.-.-_- 
Albambra, Calif__._.- ; 
Aliquippa, Pa 

Allentown, Pa 

coo) >See 
Altoona, Pa. 

a Se ee 
eee: < 

Ann Ar ic 

Arlington, Mass......__- 4 
Asheville, N. C 

Ashland, Ky 

PS -eee 
Atlantie City, N.J-...- coal 
Auburn, N. Y - --.--------- 


Oe 


Bakersfield, Calif_..........._. 
Baltimore, ‘Md 

Bangor, Me 

Barberton, Ohio---........-- : 
Baton Rouge, La......-.....-.. 
Battle Creek, Mic’ 

Bay City, Mich................ 
Beaumont, Tex al 
Belleville, M_..._.----------- ; 
Bellingham, Wash 

Berkeley, Calif 


Bloomfield, N. J 
m, Il 


Bristol, Conn 

Brockton, Mass 

Brookline, Mass... .-...--. 
Brownsville, Tex....-..-. 
Buffalo, N. Y_._- 


Canton, ‘Ohio 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Central Falls, R. I 


Chicopee, Mass.............-- 
Cicero, Il 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 
Clifton, N 


SE £5 kn deg Ehaececnaes ‘ 


Colorado Springs, Colo________- 
Columbia, 8. C x 
Columbus, Ga 

Columbus, Ohio 

Concord, N. H 


See footnotes at end of table. 
42965°—38——-3 
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Bur- Larceny—theft 
Aggra- | glary— 
vated | breaking 
assault | or enter- 
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TaBLe 108.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1937, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 


| Bur- | Larceny—theft 
seat Agera- | glary— | 
gent man- | Robbery} vated breaking 3 
| slaughter assault | or = | Over $50) U oder 


| 


Auto 
theft 


Council Bluffs, lowa___- 
Covington, Ky 

Cranston, R. i 

Cumberland, Md_- 

NN oc ncnenas a 
Danville, I)___..- 

Danville, Va- 

Davenport, Iowa 

Dayton, Ohio ; 

Dearborn, Mich--- 

Decatur, Ml. _-- 

Denver, Colo. ._- 

Des Moines, Iowa 

Detroit, Mich- 

Dubuque, Iowa 

Duluth, Minn--- 

Durham, N.C 

East Chicago, Ind ae 

East Cleveland, Ohio_. 

East Orange, N. J- late te 
East rene B- ee 

East St. Louis, I cat 
Eau Claire, wis, Salama 
Elgin, 

Elizabeth, N 

Elkhart, hl bi. 
Elmira, PRU. 4. Suk : 
El Paso, Tex... .-..--- 
Elyria, Ohio.......--- 
Enid, Okla._.---..-.--- 


SSEERSREBELE 
J 


oa 
= 
— 


Evansville, rae 
Everett, Mass............-- 
Everett, Wash. 


Fitchburg, Mass 

Flint, Mich 

Fond du Lac, Wis 
Fort Smith, Ark___-- 
Fort Wayne, Ind_..___- 
Fort Worth, Tex... -.- , 


Gar 

Glendale, Calif... a 

Grand Rapids, Mich 
Granite City, fil... ___- 

Great Falls, Mont. 

Green Bay, Wis 

Greensboro, N.C _..--- 
Greenville, 8. C_.........---..- 
Hackensack, N. J 


Hamilton, Ohio 

Hammond, Ind 

Hamtramck, Mich_-_- 
Harrisburg, Pa 

Hartford, Conn 

Haverhill, Mass 

Highland Park, Mich 

High Point, N.C 

Hoboken, N. J ar 
Holyoke, Mass.............-.-.. 
Houston, Tex 

Huntington, W. Va 
Huntington Park, Calif. __...-- 
Hutchinson, Kans-_..........-..-| 
Indianapolis, Ind 

Inglewood, Calif... -- Ketadaasol 
EE Ono Slus os consul 
RC MEE. pccducasscacsae 
Jackson, Miss 

Jacksonville, Fla 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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TaBLeE 108.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1937, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 


Murder, | Bur- | Larceny—theft 





i- Agera- | glary— | 
City | Se Robbery | vated | breaking | pe ime 
| slaughter | assault or enter | Over $50 | a 


Johnstown, Pa 

















ie aa whe “i 1} 2 5 13 u 158 

SR Ee nbenesodinces Rs odcberitinde 24 | 16 100 32 105 101 
Joplin, Mo..........- ‘ 2) 42 | 6 279 61 543 116 
Kalamazoo, Mich.--_----- owl 2 | 29 | 17 319 23 1, 004 248 
Kansas City, oa. Pxcaioctl 1 | 143 | 47 775 (@) 160 
——_ - 3 “aa 42 | 562 | 77 1,238 @) 2, 217 07 
earny, N oh Ae me. 2 83 31 ill 47 

on a, a ees | 4 3 37 14 106 56 
Kingston, N. Y__......--- MR cot oe 4 | 2 29 14 98 21 
Knoxville, Tenn -. --- oosee 31 | “Mi 6 692 131 679 215 
Kokomo, Ind___. P Be iccad | 11 | 7 126 41 524 Ot 
Lackawanna, N. Y -__.-----. 1} 11 | 15 % 8 108 45 
La Crosse, Wis___- hadae 1 | 3 1 57 5 27 40 
La Fayette, Ind_______- MR occ ede wed Se 63 21 321 27 
Lakewood, Ohio-.__- AE OE Bch cede 22 3 229 97 
Lancaster, Pa_._...--- diese’ | 3 | 9 159 47 426 81 
Lansing, Mich....__. 1 | 16 | 8 232 85 623 220 
Lawrence, Mass-___-- 3 | 6 3 132 61 ill 185 
Lexington, Ky-~-.......-.- 16 } 61 231 SON 4 986 132 
Lima, Ohio__.-._. — 25 6 22 65 457 165 
Lincoln, Nebr-_._.-.--- 5 — 12 4 "Ws 36 344 230 
Little Rock, Ark_..._-- | 16 | 69 | 119 461 ro) 1, 189 82 
Long Beach, Calif_____- 4} 97 | 2 1, 276 251 1, 921 640 
Lorain, ec... 3.4._. oil * | 23 | 18 130 26 270 92 
Los Angeles, Calif... _- 81 1, 414 | 452} 7,301 3,381 | 11,074| 9,233 
Louisville, Ky.....--- 51 385 | 457 2, 350 624 3,469 | 1,273 
GR 60 53-5 ---- 0005s | ] 9 8 264 53 327 170 
Lower Merion Township, Pa__|..._.______| Te Sic cntsntad 119 34 38 26 
Leucine, V6..........--..<- 8 2 38 7 14 301 of 
IS Sn ncctgstiwnceses 1 39 9 476 68 983 183 
DORON Gs . cacSos cee enes 23 65 133 425 39 705 167 
Madison, Wis_- ; ‘ 1 13 8 70 46 389 160 
Manchester, N. H_---- 2 6 105 33 266 59 
Mansfield, Ohio_____- a 4 163 47 360 6 
Marion, Ohio-__-_-_.._- ee, Ae 14 2 1233 35 316 79 
Massillon, Ohio... ___- 1 24 4 71 17 108 23 
Maywood, Ill..____. a 12 8 73 21 95 10 
McKeesport, Pa_-_._- eee ‘ Fa] 104 92 78 122 137 
Medford, Mass__..__-- ; | aS ee 194 25 212 45 
Memphis, Tenn____. 36 396 768 1, 099 7 902 Bt 
Meriden, Conn_- 1 eh sche 136 22 145 48 
Meridian, Miss---_-- 5 12 8 313 27 232 26 
Miami, RAE 39 329 796 1, 621 “47 1, 551 449 
Michigan City, Ind. 1 20 15 75 18 91 35 
Middletown, Conn_____ i aiaial a 1 44 7 36 2 
Middletown, Ohio__. 1 29 22 101 26 417 115 
Milwaukee, Wis. __-- 9) 44 55 482 7 4,154 850 
Minneapolis, Minn_. _- 9 24 58 1, 550 5337 2, 305 1,654 
Sem, BG. 5 .45........0...-- 0s | 6 |---------- 7 4 166 45 
Mobile, Ala____-....-- 26 | 45 148 157 35 257 110 
|) 15 7 108 3 253 72 
Mon eee 2 24 6 102 6 237 B 
mount Vornen, M. ZT. .......<.}........ 1 5 55 16 87 55 
Muncie, Ind__._....-- } 7 s 4 137 48 325 155 
Muskegon, Mich.._____- cd | 128 37 365 101 
Muskogee, Okla...............| 3 | 31 | 16 169 2 428 46 
Nashua, N. H_._..-__- ca 1} BD iinchde ds 75 a 128 30 
Nashville, Tenn___.._- 60 | 265 416 911 () 1, 480 810 
New Albany, Ind______-_- 2 4 | 9 | 41 21 291 rt 
Newark, N. J._.....- 39 | 214 587 | 1,051 410 3,658 | 1,546 
Newark, Ohio_._.........-- a 1 7 4 93 | 14 373 56 
New Bedford, nn snccco dat 2 17 19 412 | 112 GSS 189 
New Britain, Conn.-_-_----- sebbccciecaiicl | 43 ll 328 | 31 337 158 
New Brunswick, N.J_........-|..------- 10 12 117 | 16 | 194 82 
Newburgh, N. Y........---- cy 1} 1 2 59 | 22 | 120 37 
New Castle, Pa._...........-- ae ot 20 4 104 | 29 | 164 183 
New Haven, Conn_____------ } 1 34 | 16 857 183 | 1, 150 448 
New London, Conn...--------- Tl cuascbalie 8 48 | 9 | 129 | B 
New Orleans, La............-- 78 129 | O44 540 244 | 604 | 533 
Newport, Ky-_..-- 3 | 47 40 278 21 | 222 95 
Newport, R. I_- Dt naidsbie J 3 62 31 | 144 2B 
Newport News, Va____..---.--| . 26 72 | 245 39 | 184 | 69 
Py MERE, BG oS < oicwacaccspicecssegess 4 30 | 91 26 | 50 85 
Newton, Mass... ..- oe 3 ee 159 @) | 24 97 
New York City, N. Y___- 331 | 1, 276 2, 921 | 3, 258 ® ® 7, 04 
Niagara Falls, Woh aees 2 45 48 321 75 461 242 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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TaBLe 108.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1937, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 


! _— ] | 
| ‘Murder, Bur- Larceny—theft 


nonnegli- inertial” aati 
gent man- Robbery breaking theft 


slaughter or enter- | Over $50 oo 


a ee 
Norristown, Blsccpi-n- 

North Bergen Township, N.J. 
Norwood, Ohio 

Oakland, ' Calif 

= Park, Ii) 


OFiahoae City, Okla_- 


Parkersb 

Pasadena, 

Passaic, N. J- 
Paterson, N. J. 
Pawtucket, R. I. 

a nicidchoasccce= 
eres. Paice 
Philadelphia, Pa-- 
Phoenix, Ariz 
Pittsburgh, Pa-_......-- 
Pittsfield, Mass. --- 


Port pry Tex 

Port Huron, Mich 

Portland, Maine. 

Portland, Oreg-. 

Portsmouth, 

Portsmouth, Va 

pone, a 
Providence, R. I 

Pueblo, MR ieee 
Quincy, Mass aioe 
I Sa 
Reading, Pa 

Revere, Mass 

Richmond, Ind 

Richmond, Va 

Riverside, Calif. i 
a  ) es 
Rochester, N. Y 
seni techs anecconmul 
Rock Island, Ill..........--.-- -| 
Rome, N. Y----- piven 
Royal Oak, Mich _- 

Sacramento, Calif. rcatekeae 
Saginaw, See 82 


BSaknwr 


nes 


Salem, O: 

Salt Lake City, Utah_--. 

San Angelo, Tex 

San Antonio, Tex. 

San Bernardino, C alif 

San Diego, Calif. 

San Francisco, Calif_. 

San Jose, Calif_- 

Santa Ana, Calif_- 

Santa Barbara, C alif. canal 
Santa Monica, Cina =< 
Savannah, Ga 

Schenectady, N. Y 

lato nonccoesck 
Seattle, Wash ‘ 

ak) ie 
Sheboygan, Wis 2 
RN. oc cnnnecensck 
Sioux City, Iowa.........-...--] 
Sioux Falls, 8. Dak - 
Somerville, Mass.. 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 108.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1937, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 











Murder ‘ Bur- Larceny—theft 
7 ; OS a 
City nonneeli- | robbery| vated | breaking ate 
ont mane assault | or enter- Under | theft 
slaughter ing Over $50 

test aii 
South Bend, Ind_. 2 2 245 85 319 189 

Spartan AS. dpthtsésbh<liduhiddSecans fii (i eiibddebed 129 39 345 
Spokane, Wash 3 98 768 251 2,032 377 
Spri , il. 2 4 530 4 851 261 
8 a ta Sin nests OL nics ancl’ 24 388 89 1,077 301 
Spri id, Mo. Ch: ("SE eeaeanan 291 85 899 76 
Springfield, Ohio___........._-. 3 33 334 @) 731 195 
Sree, Seee....-........... 1 3 116 i] 284 97 
Steubenville, Ohio..___-. ated Ot > (8B Reseda 99 6 142 96 
Superior, Wis.......--.-..--_-- 2... sca 84 13 179 74 
Syracuse, N. Y-....-.---- 1 2 433 108 952 556 
FTE ianmcececcesseca 6 3 527 62 810 272 
ys |, ee sein eters 11 87 379 95 568 79 
‘Terre Haute, Ind....._-----_-- 4 12 181 %6 542 4 
th can nwacnsice 9 132 1, 268 455 3, 439 1, 065 
ys kT 4 4 319 47 827 270 
I Didnadibiccacounsces 2 98 515 147 838 207 
yO, eae 1 44 lll 115 390 184 
_ i 1 17 100 193 150 
St dinicaacsccess 16 68 1,012 258 2, 096 281 
University City, Mc Mo.. , od 5 89 35 179 14 
IGOR, Bia Baccsccs snl 1 8 155 86 628 227 
Ns I ielicinceso<- | 5 117 229 45 SM 73 
en 85 TS. oceans 2 MEieiinecieeinhe 140 39 293 98 

Warren, Ohio... Ben od i 13 1 21 211 
Washington, D. C_.......-.- 65 600 3, 159 1,382 7, 405 2, 755 
Washington, Pa TR hain |. : 6 7 ll 77 
Waterbury, Conn...--..-- ba ‘oi 2 203 88 292 251 
Waterloo, lowa............--- | Dh. 1 0 Renesas ee eiquephhe 320 7 
Watertown, Mass............- | 3 3 74 5 107 43 
Watertown, N. Y...-.....-- : ohne elbiess aay 2 120 40 614 63 
Waukegan, Meee Pe bee 20 82 64 178 32 
West Allis, |, SASIEE ETE: 2 3 338 18 404 43 
West Hartford, Conn. ----- cagitemmeniecesdhall’ «iuimeasinees 55 3 38 15 
West Haven, Conn.- ndebtslececcuhtccuny ~ @ipendeeieas 35 @® @® s 
West Orange, ER atte Sint sha} betaase<sehed 1 38 7 47 20 
West Palm Beach, Fla_- 2 3 277 150 615 30 
Wheeling, W. Va__........--- | 1 9 151 35 192 89 
White Plains, N. Y_....-.----- 2 17 45 44 78 29 
Wichita, Kans. .-.-....._-.-- 5 13 44 48 1,788 125 
Wichita Falls, Tex............ 5 52 162 51 867 fof 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa...._- : hphnaties 19 136 55 175 131 
WRI 5 d5i55 Jdiskas bs elk 18 9 107 38 
Wilmington, Del_.........._-- 9 47 379 135 672 264 
Wilmington, N. C_..-.....---- 7 271 130 12 265 83 
Winston-Salem, N. C__....-.-- 22 274 438 51 762 164 
Woodbridge Township, Pe dns 1 7 7 10 116 ZB 
Weeeeee es Oa iS Shs! eee 14 248 67 
Worcester, Mass_ ._.--. = msliicmsinileaitadl 55 499 216 247 609 
Lay. hE EROS ECAP AS EES RAR og ee: 50 10 66 15 
VQ, Bin teassciens i 38 147 14 325 221 
9k nah pysieatinwencesqntas 1 61 6 164 118 
Youngstown, Ohio-__.......--- 7 162 531 69 1, 116 641 
Zanesville, Ohio....-.--- wonene|eeneeneee eee 3 67 23 1 86 





BeaSaeaneeeeeeerreereoeoeNSEE(als!,.- — 


nw 
= 


Besesn2Shasnsseists 


} Larcenies not separately reported. 
2 Not reported. 


Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies. 
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Offenses Known to Sheriffs, State Police, and Other Rural Officers, 1937. 
In compiling and publishing national crime data, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation distinguishes between urban and rural 
crimes. The figures presented in the preceding tables are based on 
reports from a large majority of the agencies policing urban areas 
(ilaeed with 2,500 or more inhabitants). Comprehensive data re- 
arding rural crimes are not yet available, but the information on 
1and is shown in table 109, which is based on reports from 605 sheriffs, 
75 police agencies in rural villages, and 7 State police organizations. 
For comparative purposes, there are presented below percentage 
distributions of rural and urban crimes (the urban data are based on 
figures shown in table 102). The percentage figures which follow 
should be thought of as representing an average group of 100 urban 
crimes and an average group of 100 rural crimes. 





Percent 
i 


| Offense 
Urban Rural 


The preceding comparison reveals that whereas only 4.6 percent 
of the urban crimes are offenses against the person (murder, manslaugh- 
ter, rape, and aggravated assault), 11.2 percent of the rural crimes 
reported fall within those classes. This does not mean that more 
crimes against the person are committed in rural areas than in urban 
communities. The figures merely indicate that in an average group 
of 100 rural crimes there would be a larger number of offenses against 
the person than in an average group of 100 urban crimes. This may 
be due to the fact that some of the reports representing rural crimes 
indicate the possibility that they were limited to instances in which 
arrests were made. Incompleteness of this sort in the reports of 
rural crimes will tend to increase the percentage of rural crimes against 
the person because such offenses are much more generally followed by 
arrests than are the less serious offenses against property. 

The percentage distribution of urban and rural crimes is also shown 
in figure 18. 


TABLE 109.—Offenses known, January to December, inclusive, 1937, as reported 
by 605 sheriffs, 7 State police organizations, and 75 village officers 


Criminal homicide | 


& Bur- 
| _ | Agera-| glary— | 
sane | Man- bery | Vated | breaking | —_- 
ligent | Slaughter assault | or enter- 
ve a by negli- ing | 
slaughter; ®ence | 


Offenses known | ~ 71 3 3, 617 | 18, 295 30, 326 6, 307 
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Offenses Known in Territories and Possessions of the United States. 

In table 110 there are shown available data concerning the number 
of offenses known to law-enforcement agencies in Territories and pos- 
sessions of the United States. The tabulation includes reports from 
Hawaii County, Honolulu (city and county), and Kauai County, 
Territory of Hawaii; the Canal Zone; and Puerto Rico. The figures 
are based on both urban and rural areas and the population figures 
from the 1930 decennial census are indicated in the table. 

With reference to the figures presented for the Canal Zone, it should 
be noted that the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been advised 
that less than one-third of the persons arrested for offenses committed 
in the Canal Zone are residents thereof. It appears, therefore, that a 
large proportion of the crime committed in the Canal Zone is attrib- 
utable to transients and other nonresidents. 


TABLE 110.— Number of offenses known in United States Territories and possessions, 
January to December, inclusive, 1937 


[Population figures from Federal census, Apr. 1, 1930] 


Criminal homi- 
cide 


Jurisdiction reporting Murder, | Man- | Rape ; 
S theft 
nonneg- | slaugh- ing or 
ligent ter by enter- | Over oe 
man- negli- 
slaughter| gence 





Hawaii: 
Hawaii County, population, 
73,325; number of offenses 


Honolulu, city and county, 
population, 202,923; number 
of offenses known 

Kauai County, population, 
35,942; number of offenses 

D 


now 

Isthmus of Panama: Canal Zone, 
population, 39,367; number of 
offenses known 

Puerto Rico: Population, 1,543,- 
913; number of offenses known -_ 
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Data From Supplementary Offense Reports. 


In tables 111-114 there are presented the more detailed data com- 
piled from supplementary offense reports received from the police 
departments of 139 cities with an aggregate population of 16,018,429. 
The period covered is the calendar year 1937. 

Table 111 reveals that more than one-half of the rapes reported 
were forcible in nature. Of the 12,717 robberies reported, 7,438 (58.5 
percent) were committed on city highways and 3,783 (29.7 percent) 
were robberies of various types of commercial establishments. 

The 139 police departments represented in the tabulation reported 
54,936 barulenticn 25,700 (46.8 percent) of which were committed in 
dwelling houses. Of the total burglaries reported, 79 percent (43,473) 
were committed at night and 21 percent were committed during the 
day. With reference to residences, however, the proportion of day- 
time burglaries amounted to 34 percent. Only 9 percent of the non- 
residence burglaries were committed during the daytime. 

The larcenies reported numbered 123,552. There were 14,234 (11.5 
percent) in which the value of property stolen was $50 or more; 
79,146 (64.1 percent) involving property valued at $5 to $50; and 
30,172 (24.4 percent) in which the value of the property involved was 
less than $5 per offense. With reference to the type of theft com- 
mitted, the compilation discloses that there were 1,843 (1.5 percent) 
cases of pocket-picking and 3,860 (3.1 percent) offenses of purse- 
snatching. 


TaBLeE 111.—Number of known offenses with divisions as to the nature of the criminal 
acl, time and place of commission, and value of property stolen, January to Decem- 
ber, inclusive, 1937; 139 cities over 25,000 in population 


[Total population, 16,018,429, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Number Number 


























Classification of actual Classification of actual 
offenses offenses 
Rape: Burglary—breaking or entering—Con. 
Forcible___.____- , kn sin's dco ee ‘ 653 All other (store, office, etc.): 
EE Aendiie<csidnccnabeccedes 537 Committed during night-_-__. 26, 562 
—-—-—— Committed during day-...-... 2, 674 
EEL cakacehes anced occke costae 1, 190 
TR caacihintst tle tess 54, 936 
Rob ° ———— 
cent dooce tnncunddonede 7,438 || Larceny—theft (except auto theft) 
Commercial house--___..........- 2, 647 (grouped according to value of article 
I .. ntanctbdad ; 895 stolen): 
CE Gain cncns chdalielbokinte 226 CUI, i nati ooscuwabedhurembad 14, 234 
ED ie duithinanacadedaucpoacning 607 Glen coccdnbuccckosusabodedewd 79, 146 
ein woosqupessdibesemeen 15 RE ncvcitinkwtadhhopuabenanl el 30, 172 
BOONE. ok. - nce ckséocsace- 889 
— RE Sette odd aseenaainatiietl 123, 552 
Total. ...--.-------------------- a a3 Largeng tot (grouped as to type of 
B —breaking or entering: a an 
“Residence (dwelling): Pocket-pleking......--------------- 1 a3 
Committed during night__--.- 16, 911 en ee oom 117 849 
Committed during day-...._.-._-- 8, 789 ee eee Leeper eatenD 
Ws dc dccidebecncnthiccudthnamans 123, 552 


42965 °—38——_-4 





206 


The police departments of 139 cities reported thefts of 31,382 
automobiles during the calendar year 1937. Table 112 indicates that 
29,576 (94.2 percent) of the automobiles were recovered. 


TABLE 112.—Recoveries of stolen automobiles, January to December, inclusive, 1937; 
139 cities over 25,000 in population 


[Total population, 16,018,429, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census! 


Number of automobiles stolen .. dl, 382 
Number of automobiles recovered__________- _. 29, 576 
Percentage recovered 94. 2 


The value of property stolen in connection with offenses of robbery, 
burglary, larceny, and auto theft is shown in table 113 as amounting 
to $19,225,820.51. Recoveries totaled $12,426,895.00, which is 65 per- 
cent of the amount stolen. More than one-half of the value of stolen 
property consisted of automobiles. Exclusive of automobiles, the 
value of stolen property was $7,879,577.55 and the value of recovered 
property was $1,754,491.78 (22.3 percent). 

he data presented in table 113 are also shown in figure 19. 


TaBLE 113.—Value of property stolen and value of property recovered with divisions 
as to type of property involved, January to December, inclusive, 1937; 139 cities 
over 25,000 in population 


{Total population, 16,018,429, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Type of property | Value of prop- | Value of prop- 


erty stolen erty recovered 


Currency, notes, etc. - i ‘ , 5. $357, 070. 12 
Jewelry and precious metals.._...................-.-.----- 4 378, 059. 66 
(eee 
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The value of property stolen in connection with offenses of robbery, 
burglary, larceny, and auto theft is shown for individual types of 
crimes in table 114. It should be noted that this compilation is 
based on reports of 138 police departments, whereas tables 111-113 
were based on reports from 139 police departments. 

Exclusive of auto thefts, the average value of property stolen per 
offense is lowest for larceny and highest for robbery. Because of the 
nature of the property involved, the average value per offense of auto 
theft is considerably higher than for the preceding types of crimes. In 
this connection it seoald be noted that 94 percent of the stolen auto- 
mobiles are recovered, whereas only 22 percent of other types of 
Prope stolen are shown in table 113 as recovered. 

With reference to table 114, it should be noted that the figures 
representing the number of actual offenses include attempted crimes 
in which no thefts occurred and for which no property values are 
shown. This naturally has the effect of reducing the average property 
loss per offense. 

The data presented in table 114 are also portrayed in figure 20. 


TABLE 114.—Value of property stolen, by type of crime, January to December, 
inclusive, 1937; 138 cities over 25,000 in population 


[Total population, 15,937,029, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 





Average 
Classification 4 value per 
offenses stolen 


Robbery... _-._..-- z 12, 659 $1, 131, 184. 23 
OE ee cn cnc senn 4 a wi pivignitand a naman 54, 483 3, 224, 792. 47 
Larceny —theft ene 122, 530 3, 508, 189. 91 
PERE s dencnchass Eicesdbdoceese§ é 31, 235 10, 412, 999. 96 | 


220,907 | 18, 367, 166. 57 | 
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Estimated Number of Major Crimes in the United States, 1936-37. 

Based on monthly reports received from law enforcement agencies 
during 1936 and 1937, there have been prepared estimates of the 
total number of serious crimes committed in the entire United States 
during those years. The population area represented by the reports 
on which the estimates were based is in excess of 60,000,000 for each 

ear. 

The tabulation refers to the crimes listed as major crimes. It is 
recognized that many of the larcenies reported were minor in character. 
However, it is believed that this is more than compensated for by the 
fact that ‘miscellaneous types of serious crimes, such as embezzlement, 
fraud, receiving stolen property, forgery, counterfeiting, arson, drug 
violations, carrying concealed weapons, etc., have not been repre- 
sented in the estimates. It is, therefore, believed that the estimated 
total of major crimes for each year is conservative. 

The compilation reveals increases for all types of crimes except 
murder and aggravated assault. The estimated total of 1,415,816 
major crimes for 1937 is 82,290 in excess of the 1,333,526 for 1936. 
This represents an increase of 6.2 percent during 1937. The daily 
average number of serious crimes during 1936 was 3,644 as com- 
pared with 3,879 during 1937. This indicates an increase during 
1937 of 235 major crimes daily. 

The data in table 115 are also presented in figures 21 and 22. 


TABLE 115.—Estimated number ' major crimes in the United States, 1936-37 




















Number of offenses || | Number of offenses 
Offense —— ——|! Offense \— 
1996 «|| «| (1987 || | 1936 1937 
; ~E ceeiaeamenn |. 
Murder -. peenetonst uses... oo... | See 292, 870 
manslaughter.._.___.___.-- 7, 894 A32 =a | 716, 674 730, 031 
- on by negligence = = pS AS eR ar Ne | 213, 712 215, 569 


7, 

5, 

ee apa 8, 
Robher9...05 Zeiss =k 33 - ‘= y Ne keh ond ..| 1,333, 526 | 1,415, 816 


Aggravated assault ‘ 47, 
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DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


Criminal History of Persons in Single Fingerprint File. 

In February 1933, the F B I established a so-called single finger- 
print file as an adjunct to its main file of nee records. The 
main file contains more than 8 million sets of fingerprint records and 
the average rate of increase is more than 5,000 daily. However, the 
number of individuals represented in the single fingerprint file is defi- 
nitely restricted due to certain technical reasons pertaining to criminal 
investigations. As of December 31, 1937, there were 13,602 persons 
represented in the single fingerprint file. ‘They were selected because 
they had been arrested for or convicted of kidnaping, extortion, bank 
robbery or bank burglary, or had known gang affiliations. 

The data on file contain highly interesting information concerning 
the previous criminal history of the persons represented. Examina- 


tion of their records shows that the 13,602 individuals had been 
convicted of 23,869 crimes, as follows: 


Number 
Offense: of convictions 
emmnal Momisite... 325. <3 g8 oc he 418 
og Sheu dee 145 
RS perepe spe 4, 871 
Aggravated assault _ _ -- 219 
Minor assault 457 
Burglary -- - - - - : : 2, 451 
Larceny - - - -- eee, 3, 325 
Auto theft__-_-__-- oa 894 
Kidnaping ----- _- t a 704 
Blackmail - - - - - Paice s Steet L 128 
BeemOn st Sze sc. e nndig we atc aiaate. Be 939 
Forgery and counterfeiting----._._...__....------.- 640 
Embezzlement and fraud_--------.--.------------- 650 
Receiving stolen property - ._..._...--.---... 2.2... 192 
Carrying concealed weapons---......__.._____----- 500 
Prostitution and commercialized vice__-_-______------ 144 
Liner Sen Omenees.. eG. 2. -4-.-.---...---.-- 6. 5ab 101 


Neglect of family and children__ - --_ 





BS 55 

Narcotic drug laws_-_-_ ~~~ -_- 4 407 
Liquor laws__-_- . 1,083 
Drunkenness : 616 
Disorderly conduct_.- ~~ ‘ 851 
Vagrancy ___- : ’ : _ 1,044 
Gambling = ‘ 151 
Driving while intoxicated ___ ai atonal 68 
Other trafic violations. 0S 50 Sc ee ese: 506 
palepeamenes |. « sicie. ted. Se ae eee 1, 7 
NOG MORONS es. oe ecipa Sao ae 873 
Twos outs Bec. wewocccabawe Coen tOenee 23, 869 


The records show further that 2,802 of the criminals were recipients 
of paroles on various occasions during their careers of lawlessness. 
In 1,014 cases they were thereafter arrested before the expiration of 
the parole period. In other words, 36.2 percent of the paroles ex- 
tended to these major criminals were violated by the recipients. In 

(214) 
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addition, there were 1,126 persons who apparently lived within the 
law during the parole cauienh but who were arrested subsequent to the 
expiration of the parole. This means that 76.4 percent of the 2,802 
major criminals who were given paroles were subsequently arrested 
either while on parole or after the expiration of the parole period. 

With reference to the 1,014 individuals arrested while on parole, 
the records indicate that two-thirds of them were charged with murder, 
rape, robbery, kidnaping, and other felonies. 

or convenient reference there is set out a summary of the data 

pertaining to the criminal histories of the persons represented in the 
single fingerprint file. 


1. Number of persons represented in the single fingerprint 
file (Dec. 31, 1937) _- 


was aa eb acai ea atcanee ante aan 
2. Number who had received pardons, paroles, probationary 

or suspended sentences - -_____---.-.-_----- or Se 4, 079 
3. Percent who received pardons, paroles, etc__--_______- : 
4. Number who had received paroles____-.___..-______-- 2, 802 
5. Number subsequently arrested while on parole___---__-_- 1, 014 
6. Percent of parolees arrested while on parole------_-_--- 36. 2 
7. Number arrested after expiration of parole period..__.__ 1, 126 
8. Total parolees arrested on parole or subsequent to parole 

period _ ___- SS a ve Be eee ee ee 2, 140 
9. Percent of parolees arrested on parole or subsequent to 

DORED DON. o dainscesvcddae cu boas s tae. ; 76. 4 


It should be noted that the preceding data are probably not entirely 
complete, because full information concerning the previous criminal 
activities of the persons represented are probably not on file. The 
amount of information on file in the fingerprint division of the F B I 


is, of course, dependent upon the contribution of data pertaining to 
criminal activities by local officials. 


Fingerprint arrest records for 1937. 


During the calendar year 1937 the F BI examined 520,153 arrest 
records as evidenced by fingerprint cards, in order to obtain data 
concerning the age, sex, race, and previous criminal histories of the 
persons represented. The compilation has been limited to instances 
of arrests for violations of State laws and municipal ordinances. In 
other words, fingerprint cards representing arrests for violations of 
Federal laws or representing commitments to any type of penal 
institution have been excluded from this tabulation. 

The number of fingerprint records examined was considerably 
larger than for Far years, which were as follows: 1936, 461,589; 
1935, 392,251. The increase in the number of arrest records examined 
should not necessarily be construed as reflecting an increase in the 
amount of crime, nor as an increase in the number of persons arrested, 
since it quite probably is at least partially the result of an increase in 
the number of local agencies contributing fingerprint records to the 
Identification Division of the F BI. The number of police depart- 
ments, peace officers, and law enforcement agencies throughout the 
United States and foreign countries voluntarily contributing finger- 
prints to the F B I as of December 31, 1937, was 10,674. Com- 
— figures for prior years are as follows: 1936, 10,229; 1935, 9,085. 

he tabulation of data from fingerprint cards obviously does not 
include all persons arrested, since there are individuals taken into 
custody for whom no fingerprint cards are forwarded to Washington. 
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Furthermore, data pertaining to persons arrested should not be treated 
as information regarding the number of offenses committed, since 
two or more persons may be involved in the joint commission of a 
single offense, and on the other hand one person may be arrested and 
charged with ‘the commission of several separate crimes. 

More than 29 percent of the arrest records examined during 1937 
represented persons taken into custody for murder, robbery, assault, 
burglary, larceny, and auto theft. Arrests for major violations are 
reflected by the following figures: 

Criminal homicide 

eos 2. 

Nise cs 

Burglary 

Larceny (except auto theft) 

Auto theft- 

Embezzlement and fraud _ 

Stolen property (receiving, etc.) -_____- 
any and counterfeiting_--_____-_-_-- 


pe . 
Narcotic drug laws__--_.__--_-- 
Weapons (carrying, etc.) _ -- -- 
Driving while intoxicated___- 
oa 2 te 


Sex.—Of the 520,153 arrest records examined, 484,177 (93.1 per- 
cent) represented men and 35,976 (6.9 ercent) re resented women. 
For all types of crimes except commercialized vice the number of men 
arrested was larger than the number of women. However, a compari- 
son of the figures representing an average group of 100 men arrested 
with those for an average group of 100 women arrested indicates that 
there were more women than men charged with murder, assault, and 
the use of narcotic drugs. Also, the same type of comparison ‘indi- 
cates a somewhat larger ratio of arrests of women for larceny, but for 
other types of crimes against property, such as robbery, burglary, and 
auto theft, men predominate. The comparison further reveals that 
13 of each 1,000 women arrested and fingerprinted were charged with 
driving while intoxicated, whereas 43 of a 1,000 men arrested were 
charged with that type of violation. Data for individual types of 
crimes may be found in the following table. 

As mentioned in the preceding paragraph, 6.9 percent of the arrest 
records examined during 1937 represented women. This is a de- 
crease as compared with 1936 (7.3 percent), but the 1937 figure is the 
same as the proportion of women arrested during 1934 and 1935. 
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TaB.Le 116.—Distribution of arrests by sex, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1937 


Percent 
Offense charged 




















































Cutenienet temic... 5 on. nnn cc cnccecccse * 6, 945 656 13 13 L8 
Rob —- mudiiiekennes 13, 779 563 2.6 2.7 1.6 
oapnoccen -sicsdpandanatnaniiae aie 20, 669 2, 535 5.7 5.6 7.0 
Burglary brsakiag or deaneaieei | 32,438 523 62 6.6 1.5 
—theft__. inte «6D 4, 335 1L4 iL4 12.0 

Auto theft b semciiiadencahlnitivintinntquelidibinwhidiaaiiet ‘ 13, 274 192 2.5 2.7 0.5 
Embezzlement and fraud _- io 15, 846 677 3.0 3.1 1.9 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, ‘etc. 3, 466 BA 0.7 0.7 0.6 
DO igh citar nianteniadsscisnese ce 839 771 68 0.2 0.2 0.2 
serenty Gad connbeeniieg.. 7, 382 | 6, 39 443 Lé4 1.4 1.2 
pocdpncccoccesduades entaobegnid i 5, @1 GUE Bi cdew ccs Ll Bl Ridinaaaes 
Prostitution ond commmancialieed vice. === 5, 711 1, 472 4, 239 Li 0.3 iL.8 
eae Os 5, 986 7, 683 1,303 17 1.6 3.6 
Gaerne bs con} Si] Bee] RR] ta] ts] as 
eapons; Carrying, possessing, etc............_. , I 4 . . .6 
= tags aly ad elie. slnen 6, 277 6, 142 135 12 1.3 0.4 
iioees shines maeel 8, 668 7, 483 1, 185 17 1.6 3.3 
ees while AR le 22, 385 21, 930 455 43 45 1.3 
oad and driving laws_........ 4,048 3, 990 58 0.8 0.8 0.2 
Parking violations 30 Se tbitbicenen ¢) Cee senders 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws__ 6, 47 6, 534 113 13 1.4 0.3 
Disorderly conduct -................... | 23, 073 | 20, 337 2, 736 44 42 7.6 
Drunkenness 85,077 | 80,791 4, 236 16.4 16.7 1.9 
Vagrancy 45,044 | 42, 182 2, 862 &7 8.7 8.0 
I 65 Pik thot cdideedidbesewdhthamees 7, 176 6, 735 441 14 L4 1.2 
RE SESS a 3, 056 54, 395 4, 661 iL4 1L2 13.0 
S66 GRID, nnn ns skate eae 6, 007 5, 612 395 12 12 L1 
Al GRO? GHNSNS. .. 5 os isi ccnwwenbcecBesannnel 32, 954 31, 183 1,771 63 6.4 49 
SS nS ds akc e esis ach acictesde OP eee 35,976 | 100.0} 100.0} 100.0 
















| Less than one-tenth of | percent. 











Age.—From 1932 to the middle of 1935 age 19 was the group in 
which the largest number of arrests occurred. Since the middle of 
1935 there have been more arrests of persons age 21 and 22 than for 
any other groups. During 1937 there were more arrests for age 22 
than for any other single age group. In this respect the record for 
1937 is the same as the record for 1936. The groups for which the 
largest number of arrests occurred during 1937 are as follows: 


Number of 
Age: arrests 


eae os  SOCO Ga eer 


The compilation for 1936 reflected that 17.4 percent of the persons 
arrested were less than 21 years old, but during 1937 the proportion 
was 18.0 percent. In addition to the 93,853 persons less than 21 
years old arrested during 1937, there were 87,309 (16.8 percent) be- 
tween the ages of 21 and 24, making a total of 181,162 (34.8 percent) 
less than 25 years old. Persons arrested who were between the ages 
of 25 and 29 numbered 87,410 (16.8 percent). This makes a total of 
268,572 (51.6 percent) less than 30 yearsold. (With reference to the 
ages of persons represented by fingerprint cards received at the 
F B I, it should be borne in mind that the number of arrest records 
is doubtless incomplete in the lower age groups, because in some 
say censor the practice is not to fingerprint youthful individuals.) 
The number of arrests for ages 16-24 1s shown in figure 23. 
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Youths less than 21 years old were frequently charged with of- 
fenses against property, particularly robbery, burglary, larceny, and 
auto theft. This is clearly indicated by the following tabulation: 


Percentage distribution of arrests by age groups 


j ie | 
| Allof- | Crimi 
oe | a Robbery Burglary Larceny | Auto theft 


Age group 





40-4 
50 and over 
Unknown 


Note.—The data in the preceding compilation are also shown in fig. 24. 


The predominance of youthful persons among those charged with 
offenses against property is further indicated by the fact that during 
1937 there were 146,305 persons of all ages arrested for crimes against 
property (robbery, burglary, larceny, auto theft, embezzlement and 
fraud, forgery and counterfeiting, receiving stolen property, and 
arson), and that 45,303 (31.0 percent) of them were less than 21 
years old. During 1936 28.5 percent of the total crimes against 
property were committed by persons under 21 years of age. This 
indicates an increase in the proportion of such crimes committed by 
youths. 

Further indication of the large part played by youthful persons in 
the commission of crimes against property is seen in the figures show- 
ing that 34.8 percent of all persons arrested were less than 25 years 
of age. However, persons less than 25 years old numbered 53.9 
percent of those charged with robbery, 61.6 percent of those charged 
with burglary, 47.6 percent of those charged with larceny, and 73 
percent of those charged with auto theft. One-half of all persons 
arrested for crimes against property during 1937 were under 25 years 
of age. 
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TaBLEe 118.—Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 25 years of age, 
male and female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1937 


| 
Total 7 | Total Total per- 
So | number of ber | number | Percentage) “contage 
Offense charged under 25 under 21 under 35 


years of age | Y&2rs Of a8@ | years of age 





Criminal homicide _-.-...--- 

Robbery 

DT ain ann ceeiineo pnd ie 
Burglary—breaking or entering -- -- 
Larceny—theft__. .-.....-..---- 
P| Re ee 
Embezzlement and fraud__.-. ‘. 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc_._- 
RR Eis cs ecthin enn as Seas 
Forgery and counterfeiting 

Rape » Measles ivi 
Prostitution and commercialized vice_----- 
Other sex offenses 

Narcotic drug laws ..---- dete baae 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc.. 
Offenses against family and children. 
Liquor laws ------ : aeielin 
Driving while intoxicated 

Road and driving laws_--_..-......-- ‘ 
Parking violations. .--_ Je veaien 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws 
Disorderly conduct 

Drunkenness-.-..--- -- 

Vagrancy......-...--- 

Gambling 

Suspicion __-_- 

Not stated ai 

All other offenses. --- 


Total__-- 
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The age distribution of males arrested during 1937 is substantially 
the same as that for all persons arrested, due to the fact that males 
constitute more than 93 percent of the total arrest records examined. 
For females, the largest number of arrests occurred at age 22. In 
this respect the age distribution for females is similar to the distribu- 
tion representing all persons arrested. However, the proportion of 
women arrested between the ages of 21 and 29 was 44.3 percent, 
whereas for all persons it was only 33.6 percent. Similarly, of all 
persons arrested, 51.6 percent were found to be less than 30 years old, 
but 62.3 percent of the women arrested were under 30 years of age. 
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Recidivism.—There were 220,304 (42.4 percent) of the 520,153 
persons arrested during 1937 who already had prior fingerprint cards 
on file in the Identification Division of the F BI. In addition, there 
were 9,279 current records bearing notations relative to prior criminal 
activities of persons arrested during 1937, although their fingerprints 
had not previously been on file. This makes a total of 229,583 persons 
arrested during 1937 concerning whom there was information on file 
dealing with prior criminal activities, and the records showed that 
149,091 had been convicted previously of one or more crimes. This 
number is 64.9 percent of the 229,583 records containing data concern- 
ing prior criminal activities, and 28.7 percent of the 520,153 arrest 
records examined. 

In more than one-half of the cases the previous convictions were 
based on major violations as indicated by Ss following figures: 

Criminal homicide 


Ge gu neues re teste see eee 
DENG kn So whe ds Aeon docaea tae yi isiuieor 5, 600 
} SE eee a : jive ene aeae 7, 336 
eS... teen ed che aes cotlk dn «dns onde. ue 16, 228 
Larceny (and related offenses) ___._._____.__..__-.__----- ; 
Mig. ite a. DAR an htt as ited ne Ge wate eae y oe eae 1 
Forgery and counterfeiting. ..............--.----..-.-.-. 4, 410 
EE EES SEY Saas 6 Re oe peat em yn tee 1, 067 
Tn Cnt RN fa SSF Pe as Sareea , 684 


Weapons (carrying, etc.) ._____- D aribn c ok awn op sao ecco oceans 
Driving while intoxicated ___-- ‘ 





eles 35 eee 78, 610 


There were 29 persons arrested for murder or manslaughter during 
1937 whose criminal history revealed that they had on a prior occasion 
been convicted of criminal homicide-in some degree. As already 
indicated, more than one-half of the total prior convictions reflected 
in the tabulation were based on major crimes, and the tabulation 
further indicates a general tendency for recidivists to repeat the same 
on of crime. 

he 149,091 persons whose records revealed one or more prior con- 
victions were found to have been convicted of a total of 356,675 
offenses. In 160,253 instances the convictions were of major crimes, 
a 196,422 cases the convictions were of less serious violations of 
the law. 

Of the 35,976 females arrested, only 31 percent had previous finger- 
print cards on file, as compared with 42.4 percent for all persons 
arrested during 1937. Similarly, women represented only 4.6 percent 
of the 149,091 previous convictions found in the records. Since 
women represented 6.9 percent of the total persons whose arrest 
records were examined during the year, the percentage of women 
among those whose records showed previous convictions is compara- 
tively low. 
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TABLE 121.—Number with previous fingerprint records, arrests, Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 
1937 


Offense charged 


Criminal homicide 

OT vsidndtidsed~pewds 
pS eee 

Burglary— —breaking or entering 
Larceny—theft__......-. 

Auto theft - eee 
Embezzlement and fraud 


Stolen property; buying, receiving, ete. 
A 


Prostitution and commercialized vice 
Other sex offenses - - ad 

Narcotic drug laws _._-- ; 
Weapons; carrying, possessing. etc 
Offenses against family and children 
Liquor laws _..- ; 
Driving while intoxicated ___- 

Road and driving laws-.-.--- 
Parking violations - 

Other traffic and motor vehicle laws. 
Disorderly conduct. 
Drunkenness_._..--. se 

i 

Gambling ' 

Suspicion 

Not stated ____- 

All other offenses.. 


Total 


| 
Number 
| arrested 


Total 


6,945 | 
13, 779 
29, 669 
32, 438 
59, 281 
13, 274 
15, 846 

3, 466 

839 | 

7, 382 

5, 931 

5,711 | 

&, 986 | 

3, 996 

6, 168 

6, 277 

8, 668 
22, 385 

4, 048 

30 

6, 647 
23, 073 
85, 077 
45, 044 

7,176 
59, 056 

6, 007 
32, 954 
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7,040 
10, 562 
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TABLE 122.—Percentage with previous fingerprint records, arrests, male and female, 
Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 19387 


Offense Percent 


Narcotic drug laws.___- 

Vv y 

Ro 

Forgery and counterfeiting 
Prostitution and commercialized vice __ - 
Drunkenness. 

Embezzlement and fraud 
Suspicion 

Burglary—breaking or entering. 
All other offenses... __- 
Larceny—theft........_. 
Disorderly conduct_._. 

REP Tico akcdbesese. 

er ere , 


EE 


Weapons; carrying, possessin , etc. 
Offenses nst family and jildren._ 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws_. 
oes property; ee ——e ete. 


Gambling 2 
Driving while intoxicated. ~~ piipthbes 
Other sex offenses......... : 
Parking violations! 

Road and driving laws__......._.- 
Arson. pobibeessiaectieed 
Criminal homicide __ 
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1Only 30 fingerprint cards were received representing arrests for violation of cusiind regulations. 
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TaBLe 126.—Number of cases in which fingerprint records show one or more prior 
convictions, and the total of prior convictions disclosed by the records, male and 
female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1937 


Number of 
records show-| prior con- prior con- oa 
Offense charged ing one or victions of victions of ceaiahaliaae 
more prior major minor Guiaed 
convictions offenses offenses 


Criminal homicide. _- 812 
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Narcotic drug laws_ 

Weapons; carrying, possessing, a... 
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Liquor laws__._- . 
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140,001 | 160, 253 
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All other offenses..__-_- 


| 


Race.— Whites were represented by 383,306 of the records examined 
and Negroes by 113,524. The remaining races were represented as 
follows: Indian, 2,787; Chinese, 1,12 20; Japanese, 228; Mexican, 
16,897; all others, 2,291. 

The significance of the figures showing the number of Negroes 
arrested as compared with the number of whites can best be indicated 
in terms of the number of each in the general population of the 
country. Exclusive of those under 15 years of age, there were accord- 
ing to the 1930 decennial census, 8,041,014 Negroes, 13,069,192 
foreign-born whites, and 64,365,193 native whites in the United 
States. Of each 100,000 Negroes, 1,412 were arrested and finger- 
printed during 1937, whereas the corresponding figure for native 
whites was 517 and for foreign-born whites 212. Figures for indi- 
vidual types of violations may be found in the following tabulations. 
It should be observed in connection with the foregoing data that the 
figure for native whites includes the immediate descendants of for- 
eign-born individuals. Persons desiring to make a thorough study 
of the comparative amounts of crime committed by native whites 
and foreign-born whites should employ available compilations show- 
ing the number of instances in which offenders are of foreign or mixed 
parentage. 
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TABLE 127.— Distribution of arrests according to race, male and female, 
Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 1937 























Race 
ealiennt dada ieee oie ciao Total 
Offense charged fis } all 
hit , ndi- | Chi- | Japa-| Mexi- All races 
White | Negro an nese | nese| can others 
raseesisilcteninsiestinlpciignanicsdisis teh ashetiichedagelieaieasanmiietie aed al cael cae 
Criminal homicide - - ................ 4, 258 2, 399 277 5 8 204 44 6, 945 
RODROTF. 2.2 .<0<~0i : 9, 204 3, 871 47 9 7 415 136 13, 779 
SE ininenaen a 16, 198 12, 118 116 19 18 053 27 29, 669 
Burglary —breaking or entering... 23, 032 8, 422 106 q 7 720 142 32,438 
Larceny—theft _ _ -.._.- ievencda? Gare 16, 188 228 20 6 1, 463 215 | 59,281 
BBO GEN. ocndetccccens eennes -| 10,956 1, 780 74 1 4 431 23 13, 274 
Embezzlement and fraud_- 13, 638 1, 738 48 12 8 351 51 15, 846 
Stolen property; buying, receiv ing, 

WUE ce dassasiuweeesices 2, 427 918 7 Sessa 90 16 3, 466 
Pi chhanahdhntndepevlowaede . 697 121 teehee a ed 839 
Forgery and counterfeiting... _. | 6,583 64 29 5 15 74 22 7, 382 
Bi icipescccosdnd . 4,413 1, 155 53 9 2 21 68 5, 931 
Prostitution and commercialized vice. 3, 966 1, 600 40 4 1 82 18 5, 711 
Other sex offenses... __........ =< 7, 421 1, 252 35 21 2 212 483 8, 986 
Narcotic drug laws... .........-...-- 2, 193 797 18 609 1 303 75 3, 996 
Weapons; carrying, sessing, etc... . 3, 370 2, 02 14 8 5 191 7 6, 168 
Offenses against family and children. 5, 217 834 7 t.. i 2 184 23 6, 277 
PI bith ceduntd pioweahenceass , 87: 3, 655 20 15 4 93 8 8, 668 
Driving while intoxicated - inbentia 1, 561 218 5 21 1, 165 6 | 22,385 
Road and driving laws... -- 929 32 aa 3 198 36 4,048 
Parking violations.__-...............-- 3 hades 1 ae 30 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws. -. 4, 974 1, 367 22 5 4 237 38 6, 647 
Disorderly conduct_-_-._............-- 16, 099 5, 903 153 7 5 799 107 | 23,073 
See ee 69, 37 9, 654 49 14 67 | 4,979 142 | 85,077 
EE chtenhtsncecdoetanspcbase 34, 388 8, 630 208 48 5 = 236 | 45,044 
ic entindntinanhaasiccbnineeet 4, O88 2, 680 4 207 il 101 7,176 
SS Se eee eee 14, 563 255 52 7 1, oe 185 | 59,056 
Not stated_..........-- bata demieol 4, 703 1, 162 37 @ Bieesie 7 2B 6, 007 
All other offenses... .... pQousabgbevancn 24, 962 7, 068 128 23 12 612 149 | 32,9054 

TN rasenensactnceaoi “113, 524 | 2,787 | 1,120| 228 16, 897 | 2, 291 | 520, 153 





TABLE 128.—Distribution of arrests according to race, male, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1937 


= 
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er Total 
Offense charged all 


sein : Indi- | Chi- | Japa-| Mexi- All races 
| White | Negro | “an | nese | nese| can | others 
} 





Criminal homicide - - -- 








sdlialestsiinc 4, 038 1,979 21 4 197 42 

SE ittinnddtietnnscatcecunendinecta |; 8,900 3, 624 43 9 404 130 13, 216 
BE iAdascbcinciecesccs — 10, 194 110 19 937 243 27,1 

Burglary—breaking or entering._..---- 22, 728 8, 217 103 9 709 142 | 31,915 
en EES Ee 38, 820 | 14, 308 209 20 1, 397 186 | 54,046 
| eee eee 10, 807 1, 746 70 1 4 3B 13, 082 
Embezzlement and fraud_._.......---- 13, 120 1, 587 46 12 347 49 15, 169 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc 2, 324 791 7 s 86 16 3, 232 
Arson 652 100 DB Rick cab sbacee Ot ocecans 771 
Forgery and counterfeiting 6, 243 559 2B 5 69 22 6, 939 
Rape 4,413} 1, 155 53 9 231 68 | 5,931 
Prostitution and commercialized vice-. 965 458 5 4 23 16 1, 472 
Other sex offenses. --.........---- ‘ 6, 433 958 2 19 203 40 7, 683 
Narcotic drug law$__............-.---- 1, 536 505 il 608 262 74 3, 087 
Weapons; carrying, sessing, etc ---- 3, 301 2, 371 i4 5 190 73 5, 967 
Offenses against family and aun. a 5, 115 805 OP Ee cesce 181 2B 6, 142 
DRE TOT, bsikcd «4dicccesciss a 4, 517 2, 834 20 15 85 8 7,433 
Driving while intoxicated - _.........-- 18, 941 1, 532 215 5 21 1, 156 60 | 21,930 
Road and driving laws... -_-..-..-...---- 2,812 909 SB bisctied 3 198 36 3, 990 
Parking violations. -._-...........--.-.--- 26 eiifehAituideende oad eine 38 
Other traffic and motor way laws... 4, 887 1,344 22 5 4 234 38 6, 534 
Disorderly conduct 4, 815 137 7 5 771 99 | 20,337 
REE 8, 582 736 14 65 | 4,877 136 | 80,791 
Nk Liledncncsatcchbupsesuesid 7,940 177 48 7) 1,444 228 | 42,182 
I icclitlitchincaicna ‘i 4 207 il 85 101 6, 735 
ES tn de Dndiceccnsesss | i 220 50 7) 1,162 163 | 54,395 
Pe sedi dluccnccund intend \ 35 OR aaa 76 18 5, 612 
All other offenses..-..-.------.-------- ! 9} 22] il 593 139 | 31, 183 
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TABLE 129.—Distribution of arrests according to race, female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1937 





Race 


Offense charged 


White | Negro <i Chi- | Japa-| Mexi- 





Criminal homicide... _-...........- = 


Assault....-.-- 

Burglary —breaking or apes. 
Larceny—th 

Auto theft...-.-- 

Embezzlement and fraud_- 4 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc. 


Forgery and counterfeiting. _ 

Rape 

Prostitution and commercialized vice. - 
Other sex offenses - 
Narcotic drug laws 

Weapons; carrying, sing, etc 
Offenses against family and children 
Liquor laws.............-- 

Driving while intoxicated - --..-- oa 
Road and driving laws___..........--- 
Parking violations_. 

Other traffic and motor vehicle laws. 
Disorderly conduct... --. -- 


Gambling. ---.-..--------- 
Suspicion... -.....- 

Not stated__ 

All other offenses. 
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TaBLE 130.—Number of arrests of Negroes and whites in proportion to the number 
of each in the general population of the country, male and female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 


1937, rate per 100,000 of population 


[Excluding those under 15 years of age] 


Offense charged Vative white | Fore jm 





Criminal homicide_- 
Robbery-..--.---- 

Assault. ...... 

Burgle-y— breaking or entering. 
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TABLE 131.—Number of native whites, number of foreign-born whites and number of 


Negroes arrested and fingerprinted by age groups, male and female, Jan. 1-—Dec. 
31, 1937 


Number of arrests per 100,000 of 
Number arrested the general population of the 
United States 





| 
| 
| 
Age sai apis 
| | | 
Native Foreign- | i Native Foreign- . 
| white | born white | Negro white | born white Negro 
Sosdnesiiphicinishaad i I scapeannsienitiin ileal ai wis 
Oe dt ge eS 2, 301 38 914 116. 2 98. 9 380. 1 
16. 6, 997 148 2, 682 346. 3 239.8 1, 040. 6 
SF. ec2: : 10, 769 219 4, 157 552. 4 335. 5 1, 696. 8 
18 13, 929 216 4,711 707.9 269.7 1, 750. 4 
SS a ; 14, 785 264 4, 984 791.1 204.1 2,091.9 
20 12, 982 196 4, 163 714.9 83.3 1, 610. 2 
21 14, 844 244 4,944 810. 6 209. 4 2, 165. 5 
22 15, 159 288 5, 113 850. 8 223.3 2, 050. 2 
23 } 14,261 296 5, 232 833. 4 205. 4 2, 231.2 
24 cain | 13, 726 335 5, 032 824.7 202. 5 2, 164.7 
25-29 Le | 55, 153 1, 932 22, 354 730. 2 189. 2 2, 085. 7 
30-34 bikes 44, 791 2, 753 15, 991 652.7 220.8 1, 849.7 
35-39. 38, 652 3, 666 13, 765 589.9 224.7 1, 545. 1 
40-44 | 27,241 4, 494 7, 706 494.9 265.3} 1,121.0 
45-49. | 18, 200 4, 450 4, 709 384. 4 234. 3 747.4 
50 and over. | 26,841 8, 152 5, 520 185. 4 165. 9 386. 3 
Unknown_. : ne 232 24 199 343.7 244.3 1, 449.3 
Peial<--.. neneel 330, 953 27,715 | 112, 176 514. : , 395.0 
' ' 


tw 
nN 
te 
pan 
~ 





TABLE 132.—Percentage distribution of arrests by age, of native whites, foreign-born 
whites and Negroes, male and female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1937 























i 
Number arrested | Percent 
baat 2 sail vapail cis i. 
Age } . | as 
itl Foreign- Totter Foreign- 
— born Negro ye born Negro 
white , white 
and under 21 a | 61, 763 1, O81 21, 611 18.7 3.9 19.3 
Si dnnnonnietes ite seni dagen 57, 990 1, 163 20, 321 17.5 4.2 18.1 
SE itcwiwende’ . é‘ . : 55, 153 1, 932 22, 354 16.7 7.0 19.9 
Shani Aabudes 44, 791 2, 753 15, 991 13.5 9.9 14.2 
35-39 38, 652 3, 666 13, 765 11.7 13.2 12.3 
40-44.__.. 27, 241 4, 494 7, 706 8.2 16.2 6.9 
45-49... | 18,290 4.450} 4,700 5.5 16.1 4.2 
50 and over ___- rel i --| 26,841 ney 5, 520 8.1 29.4 4.9 
Unknown... ... cme isis sical 232 24 | 1” 1 1 2 
Total ‘ —— paned . 330, 958 | " 27,715 hs 112, 176 100. 0 100.0 100.0 


At the end of December 1937, there were 7,988,636 fingerprint 
records and 9,262,061 index cards containing the names and aliases of 
individuals on file in the Identification Division of the F BI. Of 
each 100 fingerprint cards received during 1937, more than 55 were 
identified with those on file in the Bureau. Fugitives numbering 
6,307 were identified through fingerprint records during this same 
period, and interested law enforcement officials were immediately 
notified of the whereabouts of those fugitives. As of December 31, 
1937, there were 10,674 police departments, peace officers, and law- 
enforcement agencies throughout the United States and foreign 
countries voluntarily contributing fingerprints to the F B I. 
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